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Letters to the Church during COVID-19: 20th May 2020 

Greetings brothers and sisters! 
 
I hope you are well and keeping safe. I listened to an interesting podcast the other day and 
the preacher was reflecting on Exodus 14: 10 - 14. You may know the story by memory 
but stop and grab your Bible quick and have a read. OK, read it again and this time pay 
attention to words or phrases that jump out at you? I wonder what the words or ideas that 
jumped out at you were? Fear, prayer, terrified, caught, interceding or complaining? I 
guess it could have been one or all of these words. 
 
It’s a fascinating passage. The Israelites have been subject to brutal slavery in Egypt for 
four hundred years and their conditions grow steadily worse. But God has seen them and 
heard their cry for mercy (Exodus 3:7) and under the leadership of Moses is answering 
their prayers. The plagues have taken place in Egypt culminating with the Passover and 
eventually Pharaoh, whose heart was hardened, lets the people of God go. However no 
sooner are they out of the starting blocks, their prayer having been answered, loaded with 
the wealth of Egypt, they find themselves trapped between the Red Sea and Pharaoh’s 
pursuing army. Fear, threat, the feeling of being caught in an uncomfortable place with no 
sign of deliverance or what lies beyond any deliverance combine, and they start calling out 
‘we want to go back to normal’ - that’s my paraphrase of vs.11-12. And it won’t be the last 
time they cry out like this, only next time it will be a complaint over the fact that they are 
bored of their miraculous daily provision of manna and that they are missing the fish, 
onions, cucumber, garlic, melons and leeks of Egypt (Numbers 11:5). 
 
I wonder if you have found yourself saying a similar thing over the last few weeks, ‘I want 
to get back to normal’. The strange thing is, as the preacher pointed out on the podcast, 
many of us may have been praying a few months back, 'Lord please bring about a change 
in my life - in me, my circumstance, my community etc’. But now that we are experiencing 
the stresses and strains of a pandemic, a big change in life, our prayer suddenly turns to, 
‘Lord get me back to normal’, the same normal we were crying out to be delivered from. 
The Israelites and our own response reveals something to us: sometimes the discomfort of 
a situation, the unknown of the future and fear in the present can cause us to prefer an 
unacceptable past over an unseen future loaded with new possibilities authored by God. 
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I think a fact we need to embrace is this, we will not be going back to ‘normal’ and this is 
not a bad thing because it means that God is doing something new among us. Remember 
we worship the Lord who is always at work in His creation bringing about good for his 
people. He is always leading His people out of their present need and distress towards a 
redeemed future. In other words, He is always moving us to a better world. And if that is 
unsettling then that truth is tethered to the truth that He is also the Lord who does not 
change. 
 
I also think, as I have said in various contexts over the last months, that for many, although 
not all as some are working harder than they ever have, but for many, you have been 
gifted time to pause, pray and ponder. There is an opportunity to reflect on your lives and 
ask God, what things were enslaving me, need to be pruned out and left behind. And then, 
what disciplines of intimacy can I put in place that will take me deeper in my walk with you 
Lord? We need to ponder, what tasks and tools do I need to put down because reflection 
has revealed that my life has been spread too thin? And then what areas should I focus 
the majority of my energies in, so I am doing a couple of things really well and fruitfully 
rather than many things in a mediocre fashion. These are good questions and worth our 
time and reflection. 
 
You are probably wondering, ‘OK then, so what will this new normal look like?’ and I wish I 
could tell you. However, I am afraid, like Moses, I can’t. What I can tell you is that it will be 
good, because the One who will be leading us is Goodness Himself. And besides, why 
worry about tomorrow, for now we only need to stand firm, not be afraid and wait to see 
the deliverance of the Lord. The Lord will and is fighting for us and so we can be still and 
know that He is God and leading us. 
 
Grace be with you friends. 
 
Stu 

 
#KeepTrusting #KeepConnected #Call4Support 

 

Notices:  

Upcoming events on Zoom 

Thursday: 7:45pm, Church meeting for the whole fellowship. 

Friday: Children and Youth on line for those aged 11+ at 7pm. 

Sunday: 10:30am, Sunday Morning Service (we will open the room at 10am for people to 

gather to chat and leave it open after the service for people to chat as well). 

KBC YouTube channel: Here you will find back copies of Stu’s daily devotional series 

‘You are….’ and our sermons each week. Our new ‘Therefore..’ series will start on Monday 

25 May. https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0IqZEJkxDYGSeCQCw6onJw/featured  

Resources: Do not forget to check out our resources page on our website, which is 

constantly being updated, including resources for families and activities for children and 

youth: https://kingswoodbaptistchurch.co.uk/resources/ 

Stu’s on holiday: Please note that Stu is on holiday from Monday 25 – Saturday 30 May, 

for anything urgent during this period please contact an Elder. 
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