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Introduction 
• Share some experiences of things you planned carefully that didn’t quite work out?

• Are you a meticulous planner or ‘just go with it’ kind of person?


Recapping the Preach 
Take time to read the passage again, perhaps read it a few times from different versions:

• How would you summarise the key message of the passage?

• Is there anything in this passage that surprised you?

• Was there anything in the passage or preach that you found yourself resisting, pulling 

away from or wrestling with what is being said?


Stu began by highlighting that the people James is addressing are being a little 
presumptuous in their planning and he is giving them some stern feedback. It is important 
to note that James is not saying we should never plan but that we should plan with 
humility.

• Here are some well known quotes about planning: ‘he who fails to plan, plans to fail’; 

‘a good plan today is better than a perfect plan tomorrow’; proper preparation 
prevents poor performance’. These saying are all positive, so why does James sound 
like he is opposing planning ahead?


• What do the following verses day to you about planning: Proverbs 19:21, 27:1; Job 
17:11, Luke 12:16-21?


• Why do you think it is good to make plans? Can you think of some Bible passages to 
support this?


• Have you ever been embarrassed when you’ve talked about something you plan to do 
and, for one reason or another, you did not do it? What did that lead to? Covering up? 
Blaming others? Something else?


The issues that James seems to have is that if our planning is boastful and presumptuous 
then it means we have left the way of humility and forgotten that we are not in control, 
don’t know what tomorrow will bring and our lives are a vapour.

• What do you think is the sin that the ‘businessmen in the text’ are practicing? Have you 

ever gotten entangled with this sin?

• Notice that James moves directly from the sin of boasting (a sin of commission) to 

another type of sin in vs.17. What is it? (Luke 12:47, John 9:41)

• How does vs.14 make you feel? How should it inform and shape the way that we 

approach life?

• Do you think it is necessary to always say, ‘if the Lord wills’ all the time? What do you 

think James 4:15 is encouraging us to do?


In closing Stu mentioned 6 things we can do to keep our planning humble and wise.

• Do you agree with the the things that he mentioned? 

• Are there other things that you would add to them?

• What are the steps you take when planning for various things?

• Is there something you are in the middle of planning for which you would value prayer?




Response 
• Is there anything from the preach and passage that you will be taking away to reflect on 

or work on?


Prayer pointers 
• Pray that as a church we remain in the centre of His will and plan for us.

• Pray that we would hear Him clearly as we seek His face for the things we plan.

• Pray that God would raise up more people with a strong prophetic gift among us.


Additional resources: 
If you need some additional resources the below websites are useful:

• https://www.gotquestions.org

• https://enduringword.com

• https://www.biblica.com

• https://biblehub.com/commentaries/

https://www.gotquestions.org
https://enduringword.com
https://www.biblica.com

