
Unpacking the Preach


Date:	 	 	 24th May 2020

Sermon Title:		 The Character of God’s Family: wealth 

Bible Passage:	 James 5: 1 - 6


Introduction 
• Can you think of examples of rich people in the Bible?

• Can you think of people in the Bible who were criticised for being rich?

• What is your most memorable verse/story in the Bible about money or wealth? 

Bible study questions: 
Take time to read the passage again, perhaps read it a few times from different versions:

• How would you summarise the key message of the passage?

• Is there anything in this passage that surprised you?

• Was there anything in the passage or preach that you found yourself resisting, pulling 

away from or wrestling with what is being said?


Stu began by likening James to an OT Prophet warning the rich people and congregation 
alike, to be aware of the allure of wealth. The reason being, we can be tempted or enticed 
or chose to follow it’s pathway away from a posture of humility.

• what were the four warnings or paths that Stu mentioned from the passage?

• Do you think it is wrong to be wealthy? Why?

• Why do you think James speaks to strongly in this passage?


Stu went on to mention the four warnings/paths which we need to be wry of, lest we 
leave the way of humility. They were: do not hoard, do not be dishonest in dealings with 
money, beware of luxurious and self-indulgent living, do not chase after money.

• Would you say that you could have a tendency to hoard?

• Should Christians save? How can we tell the difference between saving and hoarding?

• Do you think it is OK to live luxuriously? How would you know you have crossed the line 

from simple living to luxurious living?

• Two other parables were mentioned: Luke 12:13-21 and Luke 16:19-31. What lessons 

from these parables are seen in James 5: 1 - 6?


Stu finished off by noting that it is not a sin to be rich but it is hard to live humbly and be 
rich. The secret is working on our character: we are magnificently blessed, thus be gener-
ous; we worship Jesus with our whole lives…including our wallet; we make generosity a 
habit, even if we don't feel like it? The below are some heart searching questions:

• Do I credit money for my happiness or lack there of?

• Do I find myself thinking, life would be easier if I had more money?

• Do I hoard money out of fear that I wont have enough?

• Do I resent others because they have more than me?


Response 
• Is there anything from the preach and passage that you will be taking away to reflect on 

or work on?




Prayer pointers 
• pray for one another to live generously.

• pray that the Lord will continue to provide for us as a church.

• pray that we may be sacrificial, systematic, proportionate and cheerful in all our giving.


Additional resources: 
If you need some additional resources the below websites are useful:

• https://www.gotquestions.org

• https://enduringword.com

• https://www.biblica.com

• https://biblehub.com/commentaries/
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