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Letters to the Church during COVID-19: 5 August 2020 
 
Dear brothers and sisters! 
 
I hope you are well, keeping safe and enjoying the warm weather. Perhaps a little too 
warm for some but I must admit, I love it! I’ve been reflecting on some of the promises of 
God over the last few weeks to encourage our hearts and strengthen our faith during this 
season. Paul encourages the church at Colossae to set their hearts and minds on things 
above, on Christ, where He is seated at the right of God and one of the ways we do that 
is by meditating on the promises of God. Dwelling on them long enough so that they 
move from our heads, just thinking about them, to our hearts, where we live in the light of 
them. And our promise for this week is found in Romans 8:28 - go ahead and grab your 
Bible and read it. Great verse right? And it encourages us in so many ways in this season. 
 
It encourages us by reminding us that God is sovereign over all things. This means that 
God is the supreme authority and all things are under His control. There is nothing that 
happens in our human experience that does not come under the umbrella of God’s 
sovereignty. This should bring us great comfort, particularly in a season where so many of 
the ‘normal’ things that we might have believed unshakeable, have been shaken. In the 
midst of that God is sovereign and He alone is the unshakeable One, a firm foundation 
and a present help to His people. 
 
It encourages us because not only is God sovereign, the promise also affirms that He is 
working in the midst of this season. In fact God is always engaged and at work in His 
creation. Jesus said as much in John 5:17 when He said, ‘My Father is always at His work 
to this very day’. So it may seem that this season has gone on a long time and will 
continue for a long time but we know, with absolute assurance, that God is at work in the 
middle of it. 
 
It encourages us because the promise reminds us that God is working for our good. The 
often quoted verse from Jeremiah 29:10 reminds us of this as well, ‘For I know the plans I 
have for you, plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you a hope and a 
future’. In the middle of the chaos, trial, strife and difficulty that so often marks our lives in 
a fallen world, God is working for good. Though we may face suffering in this present 
time, God is able and is making all those things work together for our good and His good. 
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It encourages us because He is working for those who love Him and it is according to His 
purposes. If I had had my way, I would have ended lockdown after week four and made 
sure we were all back in church for the Easter Services. That to me would have been 
good. But thankfully God is not working for my good according to my purposes but 
according to His purposes. Now I am not suggesting that God’s purpose has been to 
extend lockdown but what I am saying is that in this He has been and is working for 
good. As a result, for me, there has been time and space for fruitful reflection and as a 
result I have learnt things my relationship with the Father and made adjustments where 
necessary. These are lessons I would not have learnt were it not for the fact that in the 
middle of this unsettling season, God has been working for my good according to His 
purpose, to draw me closer to Him.  
 
And what about you…how has God been working for your good according to His 
purposes during this season? Are you better for it? I truly pray this would be the case. 
Take a moment to ponder that question and may you know that the Lord who is 
sovereign over all things, is working on your behalf and it is for your good.  
 
Grace be with you! 
 
Stu 
#KeepTrusting #KeepConnected #Call4Support 

Notices and Upcoming events on Zoom: 

Thursday: Monthly cooperate prayer meeting from 7:45pm. 
Sunday: 10:30am, Sunday Morning Service (we will open the room at 10am for people to 
gather to chat and leave it open after the service for people to chat as well). 
KBC YouTube channel: Here you will find our new daily mini devotional series 
‘Therefore..’ and back copies of Stu’s daily devotional series ‘You are….’ and our sermons 
each week. https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0IqZEJkxDYGSeCQCw6onJw/featured  

Resources: Do not forget to check out our resources page on our website, which is 
constantly being updated, including resources for families and activities for children and 
youth: https://kingswoodbaptistchurch.co.uk/resources/ 

Advance notices: 
LIMITLESS FESTIVAL for Ages 11-17 and 17-30, from Friday 8th August 2020 from 8pm 
to 9pm and Saturday 9th August 2020 from 10am to 9.10pm. The online festival for youth 
and young adults includes 3 main session messages, songs from the worship band and a 
range of live seminars including topics such as life with God, life Online and life at Uni. 
To find out more visit https://www.elim.org.uk/Groups/341609/Limitless_Festival_2020.aspx 
 
CAP Student Money Course: starting university this year or returning?  Sign up for a free 
course, held on Zoom, to help you manage your money better and learn to budget, save 
and spend well. To register contact Lyn Knowles/Paul Dorrington. Details: 6:30-8:30pm, 
Friday 7th August, Wednesday 12th August and Friday 4th September. 


