
 

 

Unpacking the Preach 
 
Date   Sunday 22nd November 2020 
Sermon Title Family: A Support Network 
Bible Passages Acts 12:8-14 & 21:4-6 & various 
 
Introduction 
Are there any points that you were able to take away from scripture/ 
Nick’s message that influenced your week? 
• Are there any new or different things that those various passages 

brought to light this week? 
 
• Recapping the preach 
- Paul couldn’t have travelled over 10k miles during 30 years of 

spreading the gospel message WITHOUT a support network of 
faithful Christian friends in every corner. 

- Persecution became stronger as Christians moved away from the 
legalism and ritualism of Judaism and Pagan traditions. 

- Jerusalem Council sought compromise in the law to allow a di-
verse people to live out their faith together (Jew and Gentile Chris-
tians). 

- Christianity became ‘International’ unlike other religious and pa-
gan groups that were bound to cultural and national boundaries 
(Church without Walls – A book of the same name by Michael 
Green is worth reading, it is in the church library room 2) 

- Christians began to live like Christ – they became servants of each 
other, willing to suffer for righteousness sake if needs be. 

- God spoke to and used many diverse kinds of people who be-
lieved in him and used their gifts of; Encouragement, Hospitality, 
Generous Giving, Prayer, Healing, Governance…. 

- Unity & Diversity make a healthy body, through being Spirit led 
and by being; AVAILABLE, WILLING & OBEDIENT to his will and 
not ours. 

 
• Questions for reflection: 
- Have you ever had a ‘Support Network’ of friends or been part of 

one? If so what was the best thing about this? 
- If you haven’t had the above, or haven’t anymore – why do you 

think this is? 



 

 

- Paul is forever praising and encouraging his brothers and sisters, 
encouraging them as they ‘go into the world and make disciples 
of all nations’. It was ties to Jewish practices and traditions that 
gained merit with God through keeping the law, that they strug-
gled to break free from…..can you recognize any ties today that 
the church is struggling to break free from or recognize as ties, as 
its goes out into the world to love and serve others? 

- Christianity in the 2nd century was described by one Roman letter 
writer as ‘International’ – With most religious groups worshipping 
in many different countries, could this be said of Christianity to-
day, with regards to being set apart from other groups? 

- Growth, Persecution and Transformation were signs of Christ’s 
body of believers in those first few centuries of the early church – 
are these 3 things needed or seen within Christianity today? 

- Discuss the things that we battle with when remaining AVAILA-
BLE, WILLING & OBEDIENT. 

 

• Going Deeper – A historical letter dated 111-113AD from Pliny 
the Younger governor of Pontus/Bithynia, to Emperor Trajan con-
cerning his first encounter with Christians and what to do with 
them. 

“For many persons of every age, every rank, and also of both 
sexes are and will be endangered (professing faith in Christ). For 
the contagion of this superstition has spread not only to the cities 
but also to the villages and farms. But it seems possible to check 
and cure it. It is certainly quite clear that the temples, which had 
been almost deserted, have begun to be frequented, that the es-
tablished religious rites, long neglected, are being resumed, and 
that from everywhere sacrificial animals are coming, for which until 
now very few purchasers could be found. Hence it is easy to imag-
ine what a multitude of people can be reformed if an opportunity for 
repentance is afforded (many renounced Christ when questioned 
and threatened on Pliny’s authority, turning back to Judaism and 
Pagan idol worship). 

Q’s to consider; 

-  Pliny the governor seems happy for people to go back to their reli-
gious and pagan rituals and traditions…why is this? 

- Can we observe any parallels to this thinking in today’s age? 



 

 

- It seems as if Christianity changed the face of society in a big way, 
as Pliny stated that the temples were deserted and the religious 
rites were long neglected – Could this observation in 111-113AD 
give the church in 2020 anything to reflect on? 

 
• Response 
- Fix our eyes on Jesus, who he was, what he done and what he 

said. 
- Integrate yourself into that support network of Jesus followers (Be 

a disciple) 
- Grow as a disciple by discipling others in love and service. 

 
• Prayer pointers 
- Opportunities to listen, prepare yourself and do what God has 

said. 
- Courage to be set apart as Christ would have you set apart. 
- A genuine love for others, especially church family who have a 

place prepared in heaven beside us. 
 
Additional resources: 
If you need some additional resources the below websites are useful: 
• https://www.gotquestions.org 
• https://enduringword.com 
• https://www.biblica.com 
• https://biblehub.com/commentaries/ 
 
 


