
 

 

Unpacking the Preach 
 
Date   Sunday 8th November 2020 
Sermon Title Biblical Picture of the Body   
Bible Passage 1 Cor 12:12-31 
 
Introduction 
Take time to read the passages again and reflect on the below ques-
tions: 
• Are there any new or different things that the scriptures have spoken 

to you about? 
 
Recapping the preach 

- The main source of the body’s strength is UNITY (In Christ) 
- Division causes unnecessary battles to be fought, weakening the 

body to fight the main battle which is focusing on new life had in 
Christ. 

- The body is called to effect a drastic shift within the fellowship 
that models a new way of living – Christ as the supreme authority 
and then all God’s children given equal standing before him. 

- Being Fully immersed in the Spirit for oneness with Christ and 
each other. V13 

- God does the filling, the arranging, the combining and the ap-
pointing within the body – by His Spirit. V18, 24 & 28 

- We cannot separate ourselves or opt out of our responsibilities to 
each other, and the lost whom we are witnessing to. 

- Humility from knowing God is the supreme authority and being 
able to lay down ones own power and will, to choose to operate in 
God’s power and effect his will. 

- Each person’s gifts given by God are best used if the greater gifts 
of Faith, Hope and Love are sought in earnest, day to day. 

- UNITY and DIVERSITY that brings EQUALITY for ALL, not injus-
tice or oppression, and with equality comes genuine CONCERN 
for each other that gives the body its PURPOSE…to transform the 
world by the outworking of His Spirit through his body. 

 
• Questions for reflection 
• Can you identify any subtle divisions within the body (at KBC if you 

are brave, or in general) that could go unnoticed, that could lead to 
weakening the power of Christ in the body? 



 

 

• Corinthian Church was told to model a drastic new way of living within 
the Roman Empire; can we say the same today? 

• Paul in his letter to the Romans (12:15) talks of “rejoicing with those 
who rejoice, mourn with those who mourn”…how do we make that 
possible within the body? (Eph 4:1-6 may help) 

• UNITY, DIVERSITY & EQUALITY are buzz words at the moment in 
mainstream society; what if any should be the differences Paul speaks 
of within the body of Christ? 

• Why would the pursuit of Faith, Hope and Love as an ongoing chal-
lenge, allow the Christian to better accept theirs and other people’s 
gifts?  

 
• Going Deeper 

 
The following is an extract from a book about forming prophets for a 
post-Christian world, and in it the author says the following; 
 
“To be a follower of Christ involves not a baptism of water, but a bap-
tism of the Holy Spirit and a full immersion in the reality of God’s life. 
What matters is not the performance of a ritual, but the transformation 
of life and the awakening of the heart and mind to the life of the Spirit. 
This awakening may lead to church membership, water baptism and 
participation in the life of a local church, but what matters ultimately is 
the Spiritual formation of the believer into the likeness of Christ.” J. T. 
Searle 
 

Q: As someone who has been through the waters of baptism, and has 
baptized others in the same way, does this statement; 

1. Advocate a moving away from water baptism as we Baptists 
know it?  

2. Ask the Church to reflect on what it is to win souls for Christ? 
3. Challenge us in any other way in light of what it is to be a Spirit 

filled body of Christ? 
 
 
Response 

- Focus on the new life in Christ we have, and the freedom it brings. 
- Walk humbly alongside our Church family, accepting its many dif-

ferent parts are all for our mutual benefit (the building up and ef-
fectiveness of the body in the world) 



 

 

- Pursue the Holy Spirit filled life that has at its core Faith, Hope and 
Love. 

- Seek Unity and flee from Division. 
 
Prayer pointers 

- For the humbling of God’s church in His presence. 
- For strength in Him to stand alongside each other and not allow 

for an immature faith to derail our aim of Unity in the body. 
- Peace and Joy in the Lord ALWAYS. 

 
Additional resources: 
If you need some additional resources the below websites are useful: 
• https://www.gotquestions.org 
• https://enduringword.com 
• https://www.biblica.com 
• https://biblehub.com/commentaries/ 
 
 


