
 

 

Unpacking the Preach 
 
Date   Sunday 16th May 2021 
Sermon Title The Habit of Discipleship - Fellowship  
Bible Passage Colossians 4:7-18 
 
Introduction 
Take time to read the passages again and reflect on the below ques-
tions: 
• Are there any new or different things that the scriptures have spoken 

to you about? 
 
Recapping the preach 
Nick spoke of Tychicus’ commendation as being the ‘Ideal’ of Christian 
Identity, in that he was indeed a follower of Christ who Christ worked 
through in His church, as a fellow servant who now belongs to Christ 
and not himself for the glory of God. Indeed, this should be the identity 
of the church also, which by default makes it a place to grow.  
Nick began to tie in Paul’s personal ministry and how he connected the 
scattered church with the 4P’s; Paul was witnessing and encouraging 
the rainstorm from Isaiah’s PROPHECY (Isa 54), his PRIORITIES were 
developing communities of believers who grew in loving Jesus and their 
encounters with God, living for their Saviour and following him – thus 
bringing more people to faith through the attractive qualities of the 
things the church done together, because they had a PURPOSE of cre-
ating a family that together in their differences were discipling one an-
other. Nick continued by linking the PURSUITS with forming good hab-
its of; forming and developing relationships; generosity; and a life of 
sacrifice. Within this Nick challenged people to reflect on who they are 
walking with considering the characters Paul mentions and what God 
had used them for. 

 
• Questions for reflection 

- Paul made a habit of surrounding himself with fellow Christians for 
mutual support. Can you think of counterfeit examples of this in 
the Bible? (Hint: 1 Kings 12:8) are the good intentions of non-be-
lievers God intentions? 

- ‘Fellowship’ or ‘Koinonia’ in Greek is also translated as Sharing, 
Participation and Contribution – what other words could it be 
translated into? 



 

 

- Fellowship is not always plain sailing, what lessons can be learnt 
from Paul’s relationship with Mark, the cousin of Barnabas who is 
named here alongside other faithful companions? (Acts 13:13 & 
15:37-41) 

- Proverbs 18:1 says, “A person who isolates themselves seeks 
their own desires; they rage against all wise judgement.” What are 
the temptations to ‘go it alone’? 

- When you look at the wide variety of people that Paul mentions as 
being part of the scattered church, that have joined him in grow-
ing themselves and creating places to grow as disciples which at-
tract others – does this give you confidence in knowing you too 
are called to this? If so, how? 

 
• Going Deeper 
• “In a world full of violence and a society drenched in rage where so many per-

sonal dreams have been thwarted, how can we contemplate an image of the 
peaceable kingdom with anything other than a sigh? As Martin Luther King Jr. 
used to tell his disciples, the Beloved Community is possible. We can live to-
gether across all present divisions and reach genuine harmony if we want to--
but we will have to live for it and some of us will likely die for it. Laying down 
your life for love and peace is quite a different story than killing out of fear or 
spite or the need to spread the pain around. How many of us are ready to say 
the peaceable kingdom is worth the cost of our lives?” (Alice Camille) 
 

• Isaiah’s prophecy (11:6) of the peaceable kingdom is a wonderful, en-
dearing portrait of a harmonious world (Wolf living with the lamb, leop-
ard and goat…). Q: Martin Luther King Jr. says (above) this is possible 
NOW, so can fellowship and all that it encompasses (encounters with 
God, Positive life balance, Relationships, Generosity, Prayer, Sacrifice) 
be extended to those outside of the church, or is he referring just to 
the church? 

 
Response 

- What Habits are you forming to maintain fellowship? 
- What changes do you need to make this happen? 

Prayer pointers 
- Pray for God to send people your way. 
- Pray for others that they would have opportunities to come to-

gether. 
- Pray for strength to endure the trials that come with journeying 

with others. 



 

 

 
Additional resources: 
If you need some additional resources the below websites are useful: 
• https://www.gotquestions.org 
• https://enduringword.com 
• https://www.biblica.com 
• https://biblehub.com/commentaries/ 
 
 


