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Introduction 
Take time to read the passage from a few different translations. 

• What is the best gift you have ever received? What made it so special?

• Do you prefer giving or receiving gifts? Why?

• When you receive a gift from someone, how does it make you feel?


Recapping the Preach 
Take time to read the passage from a regular translation and from the Message.

• What stands out to you from this passage?

• How would you summarise the main points?

• Why do you think Paul describes the church as the ‘body of Christ’?


Stu began by saying that the passage is radically counter cultural and challenges the ida 
of consumerism, individualism and low self esteem. He went on to say that as part of 
being saved Paul’s illustration of the body teaches us that we are inextricably joined to 
the church. This is the context where we grow as disciples and join in God’s mission in 
the world.

• Think about the responsibilities you have in life - where does church fit into this? 

• What would you say to someone who says, ‘I am a Christian but I don’t do church’?

• Why do you think being a part of a church is so important for a disciple of Jesus?

• Why do you think the Holy Spirit gives us spiritual gifts to use to build up the church 

and equip us for mission?


Stu described spiritual gifts as ‘abilities given to us by the Holy Spirit to build up the 
church and equip us for mission’. He made 3 points a. Everyone believer is given a gift of 
the Spirit b. the gifts are given for us to contribute to church life c. the gifts are not 
restrictive and we should first have a servant heart. He also mentioned the different 
Scriptures where gifts are mentions - two of these are 1 Corinthians 12: 7-11 and Romans 
12: 4-8.

• Make a list of the different gifts mentioned - which ones have you seen being used in 

church?

• Stu mentioned that the gifts are not a mark of spiritual maturity. Why do you think this 

is? Do you agree?

• What gift do you think God has given you to contribute to church life?

• Are there gifts you are praying for at the moment?


Stu finished by outlining some practical steps we can take to seek and discern what gifts 
the Spirit may have given us. He said a. remember it is the Spirit who gives the gifts as He 
wills b. we should pray and ask for gifts c. make ourselves accountable to others who can 
pray for us d. be willing to serve others.

• Which of these steps could you take as a practical step today to seek spiritual gifts?




Response 
• Is there anything from the preach and passage that you will be taking away to reflect on 

or work on?


Prayer pointers 
• Take time to share prayer requests and pray for one another.

• Share with one another what gifts you would like to pray for and then pray for each 

other.


Additional resources: 
If you need some additional resources the below websites are useful:

• https://www.gotquestions.org

• https://enduringword.com

• https://www.biblica.com

• https://biblehub.com/commentaries/

https://www.gotquestions.org
https://enduringword.com
https://www.biblica.com

