
Unpacking the Preach


Date: 		 	 19th December 2021

Sermon Title:		 The Magi search for the King

Bible Passage: 	 Matthew 2: 1 - 12


Introduction 
Take time to read the passage from a few different translations. 

• What stands out to you in this passage?

• How would you summarise the main idea?

• Who are the main characters in this story?


Recapping the Preach 
Stu began by quoting St Augustine who said, ‘God our hearts are restless until they find 
their rest in you’. He then went on to explore who the Magi were and what might have 
prompted them to follow the star.

• Why do you think God used the Magi (gentile sorcerers) to be witnesses to Jesus 

coming?

• Why do you think they followed the star?

• How did they come to know of the star’s significance? (see Numbers 24:17; Daniel 

9:24-27)


Stu went on to say that the Magi’s search for the King of the Jews had a knock on effect 
in Herod’s life and the Teachers of the Law. Each of them responded in different ways: 
Herod was disturbed and the Chief Priests indifferent. He also described that the Magi 
were overjoyed on finding Jesus and bowed down in worship.

• Why do you think Herod was disturbed (frightened) and all of Jerusalem with him?

• Why do you think the Chief Priests were indifferent to the birth of the Messiah?

• Why would the Magi come to worship Jesus?

• What does their search for Jesus teach us and what can we learn from them?

• Would you be willing to embark on a long, difficult and potentially dangerous journey to 

follow Jesus?


Stu drew out three points from the story which the author Matthew was seeking to make 
1) God will use any means to get our attention 2) God is near 3) Matthew wants us to 
know it is all about worship.

• How has God ‘got your attention’ in the past?

• How can God use you to get the attention of people on your frontline, so that your life 

points them to Jesus?

• What comfort does it bring to you to know that Jesus is near? What other Scriptures 

can you think of that affirm this?


Response 
• Is there anything from the preach and passage that you will be taking away to reflect on 

or work on?

• How can you live out the example of the Magi on your frontline this week?


Prayer pointers

• Take time to share prayer requests and pray for one another.

• Pray for boldness to share the good news wherever God has placed you.

• Spend time giving thanks to God for the gift of His Son Jesus.




Additional resources: 
If you need some additional resources the below websites are useful:

• https://www.gotquestions.org

• https://enduringword.com

• https://www.biblica.com

• https://biblehub.com/commentaries/

https://www.gotquestions.org
https://enduringword.com
https://www.biblica.com

